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HOT SHOTS

Girls on film-and behind the camera-in this new art show. 

Norman Mailer once said, “Giving a camera to Diane Arbus is like giving a hand grenade to a
baby.” He meant it in the nicest possible way, we’re sure. But ever since she trained her
deviant lens on creepy twins, transgendered show ponies, and moustachioed midgets in the
’60s, women have left an indelible mark on the world of photography. 

Such is the inspiration for Put Your Finger on the Button, an exhibition that surveys the work
of 15 female photographers at New Image Art in Los Angeles. Cheryl Dunn continues her
chronicling of New York’s underground scene, submitting a gritty black-and-white image of
blitzed kids at a music fest, while Deanna Templeton focuses on California’s surf-and-skate
subculture in her sundrenched photo montage. Lauren Dukoff’s first subject was freak-folkster
Devendra Banhart, but here shoots Brazilian singer Cibelle in the woods. And Amanda
Marsalis—whose oeuvre includes arresting portraits of Juliette Lewis, 50 Cent, and
Beck—took this picture from a mountaintop in Rio. 

In our cultural landscape, the camera may oft be used to objectify women, but this show
serves as evidence that, for these ladies at least, it’s a tool to grab life by the balls.
SAMANTHA GILEWICZ

Put Your Finger on the Button runs through February 6th at New Image Art, 7908 Santa 
Monica Blvd, CA

Visit newimageartgallery.com for more info.

This story was published on January 21, 2010.
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